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an architect, he displayed, and was still to display,
immense, if misdirected, energy. As a man of letters,
he could compose an article or write an introduction
with fluent grace. As a yachtsman he had few equals
even among the less distinguished members of the
Royal Yacht Squadron. His knowledge of Egyptology
was above that of the ordinary amateur ; he still read
the Greek poets with constancy and painstaking de-
light ; and his study of the Persian language which
Lord Curzon (who despised any branch of knowledge
which he had himself not mastered) had so unkindly
ridiculed, became a solace and an exercise of his later
years. There is a note in his diary, written in De-
cember, 1895, which shows the pride which he took
in curbing his Sheridan imagination by the discipline
of hard schooling:

* During this year, I have learned by heart 786 columns
of a Persian dictionary, comprising about 24,000 words.
Of these I have learned 8000 perfectly, 12,000 pretty well,
and 4,000 imperfectly. In three months time I hope to
have completely mastered the whole/

In the course of that same year he read a large amount
of Greek, including eleven whole plays by Aristo-
phanes. In such a manner had Byron also applied
himself to the study of the Armenian language, hoping
(although in vain) that * having something difficult to
bight into * might provide some hawser for his errant
fantasy.

On his retirement into private life, Lord Dufferin
seems to have toyed for a time with the idea of writing
a history of the Sheridan and Blackwood families. The
first sketch of such a conception is included in the